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tary service. Those who could not or would
not do anything had the grace to keep quiet.
As the first stories of Mons and Ypres came
through, the response became still more
general. Kitchener got more men in the first
three months than he could equip and arm,
house or train. And there was no opposition.
The second phase came later. As the long
struggle took on a grimmer and deadlier char-
acter, the first and almost joyous enthusiasm
was replaced by a stern determination to see the
ordeal through. It was that change of spirit
which made the introduction of compulsory
service possible in a country devoted to the
tradition of individual freedom. Even so, the
final acceptance of conscription waited on
the proof of military necessity, and was opposed
by men whose opinion would have carried
much weight in the early days of the war.